JIMMY AINSWORTH

I spent the summer after high school graduation working for Foy Hurt mucking barns, building fence, mowing and hauling hay.  Just before starting college in the fall, I started a job as delivery boy, soda jerk, window washer, etc… at City Pharmacy in downtown Commerce.  I worked there all during college for $.65 per hour, just enough for a few clothes and spending money and to keep gas in my ’54 Ford.  

I graduated from ETSU in 1965, still confused about what I wanted to be when I grew up.  I had the sheepskin to be an accountant, but really wanted to be a rancher (read cowboy).  I married the former Jean Rouse (class of ’63), and we moved to Tulsa, Oklahoma right after graduation.  I took a boring job with an oil company.  We were back in Texas within two years.  I spent the next six years bouncing around in various industries and pushing numbers in the Dallas/Fort Worth area.  

I lost my father in 1970 and my older brother Eddy in 1973.  Somehow, these losses pulled me back to my roots.  I had given up the fight against accounting by this time and had my CPA, but I had not given up on my cowboy dreams.  In 1973, we moved to Commerce and I opened a CPA firm and a western wear store (I could not afford a ranch).  By this time, Jean and I had two children.  Damon was born in Tulsa in 1966, and Shelly was born in Cooper at Janes Hospital in 1967.  

Mary Good Lambert (Delta County roots) joined me as a partner in the CPA firm in 1977.  I sold Chute 1 (the western store) in 1981 and concentrated on the CPA practice.  I did accounting and tax returns for clients in Delta, Hunt and surrounding counties.  I am in eternal debt to my clients for what I learned more from them during the next twenty years.   

Jean and I divorced in 1982. I married the former Jan Herman (a Commerce /Hopkins County girl from a farming family) in 1984.  I branched out into financial planning and became a Registered Representative (stockbroker) in 1985.  Still suffering from indecision, I added CFP and CLU a few years later.  I sold the CPA firm in 1991 and the financial planning practice in 1994.  The story about how I came to spend the next five years working in the Dallas area is too long to tell.  (I did not move—but commuted).  In 1992, with a partner, I formed 1st Global Partners, a financial services firm serving primarily CPA Registered Representatives.  This led to lots of travel around the states and to three books being published about the financial services profession.

In 1997, I sold everything except my home in Campbell and decided to try that cowboy thing once more.  Marion Ainsworth, my cousin, and Charles Horchem (class of ’63), took a trip across Texas by covered wagon and horseback in 1998.  I chronicled this trip in Biscuits Across the Brazos.  I spent the next five years traveling the team roping circuit as an amateur roper and was fortunate to attend and work roundups on a couple of the great Texas ranches.  I can now say that I know many real cowboys, but I am still not one.  

My mother’s death in 2001 inspired my first novel.  In the Rivers Flow is about growing up in Delta County in the fifties.  I wrote Rivers Crossing in 2005, then Rivers Ebb in 2007.  I am currently working on genealogy and doing research for my next novel and still trying to figure out what to do after team roping. 

My son Damon recently moved from Wylie to Wolfe City.  He is married to Tia and they have son Caden (15) and daughter Bailey (13).  Damon is an area construction manager for DR Horton.  Daughter Shelly has a business called Rockin’Vintage.  She does interior decorating and designs eclectic pieces for homes including vintage guitars.  She is in the Arbors at Canton every month.  She is married to Cooper native Kevin Boles.  Kevin is a manager at Park Place Lexus in Plano.  They have daughter Peyton (13), and son Grayson (5).  They live in Allen.  Jan’s son Justin Nabers works for Salinas Concrete as a construction manager.  Wife Robin works at Texas A&M-Commerce.  They have daughter Taylor (12), son Landon (11) and daughter Hannah (7).

With seven grandchildren, there is an event almost every night.  I am especially happy to have Friday night small-town football back in my life.  

CHARLES BAILEY 

 Jo and I finally sold our flood house.  As much as we liked our home, we knew, with conditions the way they are in Houston, it would flood again.  The buyers have since torn it down with the intention of building a new, much-raised house.  We have moved to a townhouse near the Houston Galleria and like it just fine.

 

 Just as our last reunion was taking place, I was forced to miss it because I was cast in a wonderful production of Seventy, Girls, Seventy, which had an extremely successful run.  I played Harry, a really choice part for me, and sang and danced a really boffo comedy number in Act I.  The result has been extraordinary.  I began a whole musical-comedy career at age 60.  Right after Seventy, Girls, Seventy closed I was cast in a Theatre Under the Stars (Houston's professional musical producers) production of Singin' in the Rain, playing Dexter, the nutty director who cannot direct sound.  From that, I did Ed Earl Dodd, the hapless sheriff, in The Best Little Whorehouse in Texas.  I just closed in mid-September as the gardener, Ben Weatherstaff, in The Secret Garden.  On various dates in November I will do a vaudeville number in a cabaret tribute to Irving Berlin for the Bayou City Concert Musicals.  It's great to be so busy since I retired--and most of all, to be doing something I have always loved so much. 

 

 Jo and I have also had the chance to do some traveling--a trip to Paris and a cruise to Mexico.  Lots of fun!
BETTYE BELL LANDRUM

My husband Clifford and I were married eight years and eight days when he passed away.  He was a good man.  I have been taking care of my son, Gary, for 24 years.  The Lord knew I love doing nurses work and gave me this job to take care of my son.  We live a very simple life and we love it.  Gary likes to get out every day and eat cheeseburgers nearly every day.

I enjoy my grandchildren and great-grandchildren, some of whom live in Cooper.  I have six great grandchildren and one on the way due October 28, 2007.  I have six grandchildren. 

Gary likes to go to Walmart every week.  One of the ladies who works there told us she watches us all over the store because Gary looks like her brother who is also in a wheelchair.  Everyone that works there knows us.  We have game nights every week and we enjoy that so much.  We play 42 or chicken foot.  God is so good to us.

My Sunday School teacher’s name is Bro. Bill.  He told us what happened to him at the Dr.’s office.  While he was on the cell phone with his wife, the nurse called him and he told her he was talking to his boss which is his wife.  He said that he gets on his knees to talk to his other boss.  The nurse looked at him funny and said “Is he that short?”  Sad, but true.

God has been busy calling five members of our family to join him.

Bucky Harber, August 8, 2006

Becky Walker, Oct. 14, 2006

Silvia Bledsoe, Oct. 16, 2006

Ricky Harber, June 8, 2007

Warren Laymon, June 3, 2006

We miss them so much, but God had plans for them.  When God closes a door, he opens a door and He knows what is best.  Thank you for including me in your reunion.  God bless you.

BILLY RAY BELL

After graduation I went to work for General Motors.  In 1965, I married Carolyn Clark. We have lived in Grand Prairie all of our married life.  We have 2 children, Rhonda 41, and Jeffrey 38.  We have 5 grandchildren: Lauren 22, Zade and Zachary 18, Cortnie16, and Cody 13.  I'm still working at G. M. after 44 years and do not plan to retire soon.  I'm active in Masonic work and we like to travel.
BARBARA BLEVINS MIDDLEBROOK
In April of 2005, I had a heart attack.  I decided to retire in June of that year. 

 

Since retiring, I have been busy taking care of our yard and home.  I have thought about going back to work, but I enjoy staying home.

 

My husband continues to work and is currently employed at Renaissance Hospital in Dallas.  He is the director of the imaging department.  I don't think that he is ever going to retire.  Since he is on call 7 days a week, we can't travel.

 

Our son lives in San Antonio and has started his own business.  The company builds moving crates (on site).  

 

I hope to be able to attend the reunion.
JIMMY DON BLUNDELL
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When and where it all started - Jimmy Don Blundell was born on June 18, 1944 on his mother, Frances Blundell’s birthday. In that year it was also on Fathers Day.  So he was a double gift.  His father, T. J. Blundell was a carpenter.  His mother, Frances, was a homemaker until she had to go to work later as a seamstress to help out with finances.
Jimmy was the middle of 5 siblings.  Mary Helen (Blundell) Ballard, Thomas Benjamin Blundell, then Jimmy, next was James Leon Blundell, last, but not least was Linda Sue (Blundell) Spencer.

The family made ends meets by working in the cotton fields.  All of the Blundell children grew up and graduated from Cooper High School after West Delta consolidated with Cooper.
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Jimmy went right out after graduation and got a job with American Wood in Commerce.  He had his eye on this little girl in class with his baby sister.  He said he was waiting until she was a little older.  But she looked into his eyes in May of 1962 on the school bus and fell in love and told her mother she was going to marry that man.  She didn’t even know his name.  But she worked all summer to catch his eye again.  He was so very shy. In the fall of 62 his young sister, Linda finally got the two together and the rest is history.  Sweet history.  Her name was Patricia Ann Foley. He said that was a too big of a name, so he said my name was Trisha. He still to this day calls me Trisha. We were married at Calvary Baptist Church in Cooper on May 18, 1963.  He turned 19 the next month.  His wife was 17.  We had 3 children.   Rebecca Sue was born in Feb of 1964, and Ricky Don was born in July of 1965 and Tina Renee was born in Oct of 1970. 
Jimmy worked at American Wood in Commerce until Oct of 1965 when he went to work at Tempco in Greenville. In the winter of 1970, after the cutbacks at Tempco every fall, he quit and did carpenter work until 1976, he went to work for Manatee in Commerce.  He worked for them until 1978, went back to carpenter until 1979, when he went to work for HD Lee. He really enjoyed that job and made many friends.  They shut down 8 years later.  Jimmy then went back to carpentry.  He attended 2 years at PJC for Air Conditioning Class.  He graduated on the Dean’s list with a 4.0 in May of 91. 
He went back to carpentry work when he could get a job using his trade. In Oct of 1991 he went to work at Rubbermaid and worked there until (9/11).  He barely got into the house that day.  I took him to the doctor. They told he would never be able to stand on his feet again.  He also had a knee replacement surgery.  He recovered from that and was riding a bicycle about 30 miles a day all over Delta County.  
In May of 2003 Jim & I celebrated our 40th wedding anniversary with our family and friends.  On Nov 12, 2003, he had a stroke.  He was paralyzed on his left side.  He was only 59. It was a couple of weeks before we knew if he would even make it.  He says he is now a prisoner of a body that doesn’t work right and our home.  He has to use a 4 wheel walker or electric chair to get around.  He is in a weak condition and I am determined to keep him going.

We have 6 grandchildren.  Our daughter Rebecca married Jerry Anderson, and has three children, Sarah, Joshia, and Jonathan. They live in Itasca, TX.  Ricky married Christine Woodall and has 3 boys, Jimmy David, Caleb and Tyler.  They live in Archie, Mo.  Tina, our youngest married Jimmy (Bimbo) Love from Kensing.  They have lots of dogs, cats, goats, chickens and horses, but no children.
I, his wife, work for his sister, Helen Ballard who is a State Farm Agent in Greenville.  I have worked for her for about 8 ½ years.
When Jimmy was well and able, he was an avid fisherman and he loved to coon hunt.   He loved to take his dogs and go for a long walk in the woods.   I have been on those walks a many of times.  I really enjoyed the site of a starlit sky, the full moon or on a really frost night with a full moon seeing all the frost sparkle on the weed and bushes.
Jimmy and I are by no means rich in money.  But we are so very wealthy in family and friends.   I always tell him that I am the richest person in the world to my mind.  I have Jim and our children and grandchildren. And his family is one of the best.  I thank God everyday for the blessings that he has given me.

CHARLES BOX

After graduation, I stayed in Cooper and Delta County working as a mechanic in a garage.  I also worked in the wrecking yard business.   In 1991 I went to work at East Texas State University (now Texas A&M Commerce) as a mechanic.  I worked there for 16 years and thoroughly enjoyed it.  I just recently retired (October 2007) and my co-workers gave me a great send-off.

I married Martha Lane in 1963.  We divorced in 1991 after 28 years of marriage and I never remarried.

Martha and I had two children, both girls.  Both are married and still live nearby.  One daughter lives in Hunt County and owns a landscaping business.  She has two girls.  My other daughter lives in Delta County and is a stay-at-home mom for her four boys and one girl.  So I have seven grandchildren in all.

As far as my family goes, I lost my father in 1991.  My two sisters live in the area and are doing well.  Margaret (Box) Chessire is in real estate in Cooper and has one daughter.  Treva (Box) Burns lives in Roxton and owns an antique store in Cooper.

I still live just outside of Cooper on Highway 154 where I run a few cattle on about 70 acres.

Since I just retired, I’m not sure what my future plans are. I’m still thinking about that.  However, I hope that my retirement activities include rounds of golf and perhaps starting a few do-it-yourself projects to make some much-needed improvements to my property.

RONNIE BUCHANAN

My wife, Gloria, and I are still in the cafe business, but have moved to the south side of the square. We are not getting rich, but are paying the bills.
Together, we have five (5) girls. Four of them have given us eight grandchildren.
WALT CANADY

Immediately after graduation from Cooper High School, I studied at the American Academy of Dramatic Arts in Pasadena, California.  I then attended Paris Community College and graduated from East Texas State University with a B.S. in Communications and Social Studies in August of 1965.

I taught Speech and Theater at the high school and college level until the early 1970's.  In 1973, I purchased a franchise for Whataburger Restaurants in Austin, Texas.  I expanded the Whataburger franchise to eight restaurants and also developed a group of sandwich shops in Central Texas.

I sold the restaurants, took some time off, and became very interested in health and nutrition.  I guess that was my way of repentance after selling so many hamburgers and french fries to folks.  I now own a Wellness Center in New Braunfels, Texas, and sell living source nutraceuticals, that we manufacture in Round Rock, Texas, over our Internet site, qnlabs.com.

I married Carolyn Tinnin, in Dallas, in 1971.  She passed away after a battle with colon cancer.  I have a son, Drew, who is 29, and a graduate of Texas State University.

In 1995, I remarried.  My wife's name is Emily.  She works with me in our nutrition business.  My father, Walter, passed away in 1958, and my mother, Jocie, passed away in 1994 at the age of 89.

Emily and I live in Round Rock.  We enjoy traveling, dancing, and working together.
ELAINE CARRINGTON TITSWORTH

You may remember from our last reunion that I retired on 08-31-02.    Retirement was quite an adjustment!  I was leisurely working crossword puzzles when my former program manager called in July, 2004 to ask if I would consider returning to work.  The state legislature had voted for many of the Medicaid Eligibility determination functions to be contracted to the private sector.  The Health and Human Services work force was to be reduced drastically.  Many of the state staff found jobs elsewhere with the possibility of unemployment looming on the horizon, and remaining staff were even more over burdened.  I agreed to return 08-15-04, following a vacation trip to Nashville, on a half-time basis as an Eligibility Specialist III.  I was among the temporary staff working under six-month contract with the state to help meet the needs of the aged and disabled.  Soon a Medicaid Eligibility Supervisor decided to go to another state agency, and I was asked to assume my pre-retirement Supervisor III status again.  A series of six-month temporary contract extensions turned into regular status employment when the private sector contract was finally cancelled due to not performing successfully, even in pilot stages.  The private company’s approximately $96 million contract was not cost effective, which was no surprise to state employees.   I have now been working again for 3 years.   I have staff in Paris, Sulphur Springs, Quitman, and Texarkana.  There are those moments when I wonder why I’m working when I don’t need to, but I really enjoy it.  I declined an interview for a program manager position several months ago.  A promotion would have been nice, but the additional travel which would have been required to cover our region plus the Beaumont region was not desirable.

Jerry retired 10-31-02.  He loves retirement, but he is also doing some part-time work.  He works 1 or 2 days a week as an auto buyer attending auctions in the Dallas area and buying late-model used cars for a dealership in Sulphur Springs.  He’s always loved trading our vehicles every year or so (6 months sometimes!), so looking for vehicles is quite appropriate for him.

Our family has grown since our last reunion.  Janette gave us a son-in-law – Bill Sims.  We have a 2 ½ year old grandson.  Brad is a delight.  They live in Forney so we get to see them fairly often but not as much as we would like.  Brad loves his Grand Dad and Grand Mom.  The last few weeks he has decided that Jerry should be called PapPaw instead.  It sounds like that name is going to stick.  Another little bundle of joy is expected in April.  We are praying that all goes well.  Janette will be 40 in December.  The doctor was fearful of a miscarriage in the early weeks of the pregnancy.  She is now at 16 weeks, genetic testing thus far has been good, and we are hopeful for a full-term pregnancy with a healthy, happy baby.

Tony and his wife, Melissa, remain in Sulphur Springs.  Our 19-year old granddaughter, Whitnie, is attending nursing school.  She married Randy McCoy last month.  They purchased a home and had it ready for their return from their honeymoon.  Our grandson, Cody, is busy with high school, skateboarding, and computer games.

My mother is 81 and still able to maintain her home and even her own yard.  She purchased a garden home when she moved to Sulphur Springs.  Although she misses the big yard she had in the country in Delta County, the smaller yard is easier for her to care for.  She was involved in an accident since our last gathering.  She was stopped at a traffic light when she was rear-ended by a dually pickup.  Her car was totaled, and she suffered a collapsed lung from internal bleeding, broken wrist, injured ribs, etc.  She spent some time in intensive care and a few days in the hospital.  Building her stamina again was slow, but we are so thankful the injuries were not worse.

After 26 years in the same home, Jerry and I decided to buy a new home with a bit more room and a smaller yard.  We talked with a builder and thought we had everything worked out with desired changes and additional square footage to a plan to be constructed on a larger lot.  Every time we met with that builder he changed what had been previously agreed upon.  We were also getting some negative feedback from others regarding his work.  Instead of building we purchased an already completed home.  We have been pleased with this builder and are enjoying our new home and neighborhood.  We do miss the large back yard overlooking a wooded area at our old house.  

With our both being only children and our mothers in their 80’s, we stay fairly close to home.  My staff and co-workers encourage me to continue working.  How long I do depends largely on my family’s health issues and need for my time.  
BETTY CRUMBLEY HENNIG
Since our last reunion, not a lot has changed with me.  Don continues working in his own petroleum consulting business, and I continue to help him with his office work.  As of now, we still have no plans to retire in the near future.

Our son, Matthew, is a fourth-year general surgery resident in Indianapolis, Indiana.  We are hoping he returns to Texas in 2009.  Our daughter, Mandi, and her husband, James, have been foreign missionaries for the last three years.  One of the most important things to happen to us recently is the birth in June of our first grandchild, Ella.  As of now, we have only seen her over the computer and in pictures.  We also look forward to the time James, Mandi, and Ella return to the States to make their home and do God's work here.

When I am not working, I like to go to antique shops with my friends.  Even though we may not buy anything, we like to look at things we grew up with that are now in antique shops!   I also enjoy decorating our home that we moved into in 2006.

I continue to attend Green Acres Baptist Church and am active in my Sunday School Class and all of its activities.  Our interests still center around our family, friends, and church.  We have truly been blessed by God with great children, a new grandchild, good health, and all in all, a really good life.
LARRY CUMMINGS

I attended East Texas State for the year immediately following graduation.  The second semester I majored in Ping-Pong; therefore, that was my last semester!  I attended basic training at Lackland Air Force Base in San Antonio and was in the Texas Air National Guard for six years, stationed at Hennsley Field in Grand Prairie, Texas for the entire six years.

I worked for Red Ball Freight Line as a dockman and city driver for ten years and then Industrial Catering as a sales rep for eighteen years, taking a medical retirement in 1994.  Since graduation, I have lived in Dallas, Mesquite, Garland, and since 1998, in Rockwall, Texas.

I met my wife, Norma Roberson (CHS Class of '65), at Antioch Baptist Curch in Cooper.  We were married there on September 24, 1965.

Norma and I have two sons, Tony (41) and Andy (39).  Tony and his wife, Kim, are interior design graduates of the University of North Texas.  They live in Richardson and are the parents of Collin (11), Kade (8), and Savannah (4).  The boys attend Arapaho Magnet School and Savannah attends Pre-K at First United Methodist Church in Richardson.  Andy and his wife, Anne, live in Wylie with Bailey (15), Seth (11) and Zane (9).  Madison (20) lives in Rockwall and works full-time for Steve Silver Furniture in Forney and attends college part-time.  Andy is a master electrician and works for Intex Electrical, while Anne is a stay-at-home mom.

Most of my leisure activities are at my church, First Baptist of Rockwall.  I am a deacon, a member of both the Adult Choir and the Senior Adult Choir.  I enjoy working in Vacation Bible School each year, usually cookie and Kool-Aid duty.  I have just started a bible study, Men's Fraternity.  My wife is in her last year of a seven-year bible study at Bible Study Fellowship.   Together, Norma and I enjoy movies, traveling, camping, and exercising at the Senior Center in Rockwall.

My brother, Jerry Cummings, was in the CHS class of '60.  He attended Texas A&M for three years, and then headed to California to make his fortune.  Jerry died at the age of 55 from congestive heart failure.

My sister, Joy Cummings Hawkins, was in the CHS class of '67 and graduated from the University of North Texas with a degree in home economics.  She has lived in Lubbock since 1976 managing her husband's dental offices.

My parents left Cooper in 1966 and moved to Dallas.  My dad worked at LTV until he retired in 1985.  My mother worked at Sunny South in Dallas until 1982.  She died of cancer in 1988, at the age of 69.  My dad had a massive stroke in 1993 and died in 2001 at the age of 82.

I have enjoyed retirement since 1994 and my wife retired from Lucent Technologies in 1999.  We are looking forward to more travel.   We have enjoyed trips to Hawaii, Scotland, and England and love to take cruises - twice to Alaska, four times to the Caribbean, the Pacific Coast, and our favorite was a Disney Cruise with our kids and grandkids to celebrate our 40th wedding anniversary.  Next year we hope to cruise New England and Canada.  We also enjoy taking bus trips with the JOY group of our church.

BARBARA GEORGE WALLS

Since our last reunion 5 years ago, I have realized what friends are all about. There were a few classmates who could not attend and at that time I did not think about the value of a classmate.  I do realize now that I am a heritage of my parents and I realize how I have been challenged in many things throughout life.  I know life is about trials and learning how to cope and conquer them and we have all had our share I’m quite sure; however I have grown and become a stronger person.  At our last reunion I was working full time but have fallen and broken my left arm which I no longer use like I used to, although I won’t give up.  Therefore, I only work part-time to get insurance benefits.  I left my job at Albertson’s and had to give up my cleaning service which I had a hard time doing because I had made so many special friends though the service (and still have the friendships).  But, anyway, it was a great decision for me.  So now I am the “familiar little greeter” at Wal-Mart and I love it!   I have met so many new friends and am not sitting home growing old and bored.

My grandchildren are getting into their teen years (2 of them) and I stay busy attending all their school sports and activities.  The other three run a close rate when it comes to occupying my time, but I love it!  My life is great and I cannot complain about anything at this time.  I just feel honored and blessed that we still have as many classmates still living as we do and I feel exceptionally honored to be a member of THE CLASS OF ’62!!
GARLON HARVEY

1. What did you do right after high school (college, armed services, job, etc.) ***** I attended good Ol’ ET in Commerce, then joined the Army. 

 

2. What jobs you have had and different places you have lived since graduation.  ***** I had quite a few jobs before I found my niche at Tyler Pipe Industries in Tyler.  I was their Credit and Debit Supervisor, and worked there for 23 years.  I have lived in (are you ready?) Cooper, Dallas, Sulphur Springs, Commerce, Greenville, Honolulu, Tyler, Mineola, and Crockett. I’m now back in Sulphur Springs – retired at last! – and loving it. 

 

3. How you met your spouse, when and where did you get married, etc.  ***** I am twice divorced. I met my first wife at ET and we were married 34 years in all. I met my second wife in Crockett.  We are still very close friends, and she will be with me at the reunion.  I was married the first time in Greenville, and in Crockett the second marriage. 

I have now remarried, in 2005, to the love of my life (finally!) – Francesca is every man’s dream of the perfect wife. I had said I would not marry again, but the first time I saw her I ate my words. She’s fabulous … hope you get to meet her. 

 

4. Tell us about your kids, grandkids, step-kids, etc. (bragging is permitted)  ***** This would reasonably be book-length, but I’ll just say that I was blessed with three of the most beautiful and precious daughters anyone could ever wish to have. Kelley, Tracey, and Holley are now respectively 40 ,36, and 34. Kelley is a teacher in Lufkin; her husband is in the ministry. Kelley teaches gifted children in Lufkin. She has Melana Kristen Walker, my eldest Granddaughter (age 12) and Brandon McClain Walker, my Grandson, age 10. My youngest daughter, Holley, has Lauren Olivia Stiefer, age 7, and Emily, age 4. .  Holley is a massage therapist in Tyler.  My middle daughter, Tracey, is a neuropsychologist and counseling psychologist in Tyler, and heads the Psychology Services at TJC in Tyler.  Tracey and her husband have my youngest Grandson, Reid, who is 4.   My children and Grandchildren are my life. They are all “beautiful people” (got those McClain genes!) and I am so very proud of my daughters, and my Grandchildren have me wrapped around their little finger. I wish all of you could see them!

 

5. What you like to do outside work (leisure activities, volunteer, community involvement)  ***** I have so far allowed time to slip by without realizing my dream of becoming a writer. It’s hard to get published in this country.   I’ve written one novel and am working on a second novel of massive proportions.  I will complete it now that I am retired and can give it the time and energy necessary to properly write it.  Even if never published, it will mean a lot to my children, Grandchildren, and my descendants.

 

I have also been into genealogy for many years, though now I am not active in it.  I was blessed enough to find a proved and documented, rich and colorful genealogical history - 48 direct generations back on the McClain side. Charlemagne, Kings Henry I, II, and III, Duncan I of Scotland, and for the big skeleton in my family closet, William the Conqueror, are all in my direct lineage. Sharing this great genealogy with my entire family has been very fulfilling. Most of the real work was a 40-year labor of love of my 3rd cousins in Virginia.  I was just fortunate enough to be in touch with them, then meet them and bring home and to my branch of the family this treasure chest of family history. 

 

I dabble in poetry, and love to create my own greeting cards on my computer. I write some short stories, but haven’t bothered to try to get them published.  I love good movies, and have a huge VCR and DVD collection. I am partial to the classic movies of the 40’s and 50’s.  James Dean and Gregory Peck are my favorite actors, and Audrey Hepburn and Meryl Streep are my favorite actresses.  “Gone With the Wind” remains my favorite movie, but is followed closely by “The Prince of Tides”, which is my favorite novel.  (Everybody should read it!).  So it follows that I also love good literature.  Mrs. Garrison and Mrs. Oliver are in no small way responsible for this, and for my love of words.

 

I also love good music, but am not keen on opera or some classical.  I love the music of the 40’s, 50’s, and some from the 60’s.   But my hero --- and for me the most talented entertainer of all time --- is Barbra Streisand.  “The Way We Were” is my favorite song.  (The movie wasn’t bad, either.)  Streisand’s perfection of vocal quality and excellence in all her work has brought a dimension to my life that has truly seen me through many troubled times, and has enriched my life enormously. I also like Josh Groban a lot, and Michael Buble, and Celine Dion.  

 

6. Since most of us knew each other’s brothers and sisters, tell us about where they’re living, what they’re doing, etc.  ***** Unfortunately, I was an only child, and have no news on this front. 

 

7. Same thing about our parents. I know many of them are no longer with us, but feel free to tell us anything about them you’d like to share, living or not.  ***** My Mother passed away at age 43 in 1967, when Kelley was only 6 weeks old. I was 22.  I miss her as much today as I did 35 years ago when I lost her. I was so blessed to have my Grandparents, and my cousins, on my McClain side, to help fill that void.  My father and I were not close, and he died in 2000.  I will be buried next to my Mother in the McClain family plot in Cooper at Woodlawn.  I think the most difficult part of not having had my Mother all these years is the joys we’ve missed with my children and Grandchildren. But somehow, I think she knows how dear and precious they are, and that we are bound still yet to one another in some miraculous way known only to God. 

 

8. Future plans (retirement, travel, etc.)  ***** All I really have left to plan on or even to want is two things:  First, to have a lot of time and joy with my Grandchildren and children. Second, to finish my book.  I love being retired and living in Sulphur Springs. It has everything we need, just the right size for me, and so close to Cooper that I can “go home” (and do!) anytime I feel like it…. for a half hour or all day.  It’s wonderful. I am so “bound” to Cooper and it is where my heart is. Living there, though, I discovered, was not practical when one contemplates getting really old. Basic necessities are not there, and keeping the highway hot to get to a doctor, do shopping, etc., is just not practical for me. I’ve always loved Sulphur Springs, too … so I feel I have the best of both worlds.  

 

9. Any highlights you’ve experienced, unusual things you’ve done, famous people you’ve met, anything you’d like to share, WHATEVER!  ***** This could also be a very long narrative. I think the births of my children and Grandchildren highlight my life.  When my first, Kelley, was born, and they brought her for me to see, she looked me straight in the eyes and I was awestruck, like lightning had struck my soul.  In that miraculous instant of spiritual bonding, I knew what real happiness was, and the depth of love.  There is a 4-line poem, written by the famous poet Tagore, that is my favorite.  It says so much, and it is the one thing I would like most to share with you. --  It can become a part of us whether we have just lost or just found that depth of love. It can apply to those we love here on Earth, or to our God ----

 

Those who are near me do not know that you are nearer to me than they are.

Those who speak to me do not know that my heart is full with your unspoken words. 

Those who crowd in my path do not know that I am walking alone with you. 

Those who love me do not know that their love brings you to my heart. 

 

God bless you, my Classmates, who have never left my own heart.
DOROTHY HILTY HOLLIS

Oct.2002 we moved to Surprise, Az., located Northwest of Phoenix.  Beautiful place to live, however, the heat is a killer.  While living there we took a train trip to the Grand Canyon.  The most breathtaking trip that I have ever experienced.  We lived in Az. for 2 yrs, moved back to Garland for a year and 5 months.  Then, we moved to Lafayette, La. If you ever think about moving there, don't.  I could write a book on how horrible it was living there.  May 2007 we moved to Kingwood Tex. We are about 25 miles north of Houston. I am sooo happy to be back in Texas.  I will never move to another state. With all its faults, there is no place like Texas.

 

Since our last reunion 2 more grandchildren have been added to our family.  So now the count is 8, 4 boys and 4 girls.  My oldest grandson is a Marine and currently in Iraq. I worry about him and I pray for him everyday. 

 

Maybe the next reunion I will have something interesting to tell you.  But, I am just glad to be in good health, and I look forward to each day, just glad to be alive....Looking forward to seeing all of you at the reunion.

BRAXTON JONES

After graduation from Cooper High School I worked for the First National Bank in Dallas for almost 5 years, then Bell Helicopter Co. in Hurst.  While at Bell I was drafted into the Army where I spent the last year in Vietnam with the 82nd Airborne Division. After my return to the U.S., I completed my Associate Degree in Mid-Management at Tarrant County Junior College in Fort Worth.

Since that time I have traveled extensively throughout the United States.  Throughout most of my professional career I have held V.P. of Sales positions with many startup software companies that were subsequently acquired by larger companies.  Computer Associates and Sterling Software were the two larger organizations.  I have lived in California (Los Angeles & Santa Clara), Arizona (Phoenix, Scottsdale & Fountain Hills), Round Hill, Virginia, Long Island, NY, and in Texas (Mineola, Longview and now Marshall).  I recently retired but my wife and I own a local business (Marshall Scrubs) where we supply Hospital Scrubs & Medical equipment to doctors, nurses and other organizations in the Marshall area.

I have been happily married to Linda for 33 years and have 3 sons and 1 granddaughter (9 yrs old).  One of my sons now lives in Cabo San Lucas, Mexico, one in Longview, TX and the other in North Carolina near the Marine camp. 

When I was physically able I was an avid tennis player and golf advocate. Although my best golf round was only a 79, it was on one of the toughest courses in the Phoenix area. My future plans are to stay above ground as long as possible and hope I don’t get too bored with retirement that I start looking for another job.

I don’t know if I’ll make the upcoming reunion or not, but I’ll try.  It would probably be fun to see if anyone recognizes me after all this time. 
PAT LAWLER HAMPTON

After graduating from high school, I moved to Dallas where I attended business school.  Aside from living in Oklahoma City for a year, Dallas and Plano have been my home since 1962.

After graduating from business school, I took a job with the JCPenney Company in Dallas where I worked my way up through several positions and retired in a dual position of Assistant to the Chairman & CEO, and Executive Services Manager (that title meant I supervised the Executive Assistants).   During my tenure, I worked for the current and previous two CEO’s.   I had an exciting career at JCPenney in that my job allowed me to travel and meet many interesting people.  I met Fergie, the Duchess of York, Dick Cheney, Ralph Lauren, Mohammed Fayed, Mary Anne Mobley, Ivana Trump, Donald Trump (he isn’t nearly as arrogant in an unpretentious social setting as he appears on TV), Patti LaBelle, Sally Ride, Jerry Jones, Beverly Sills, had lunch with the former Governor Ann Richards, but the biggest highlight of all was my visit to the White House.  I retired from JCPenney in December 2005, after 43 years of employment.

After spending a couple of months not working, I took a part-time job working for my former boss.  He, too, is retired from a 9 to 5 job, but is still involved in the retail community and is a Director on several Boards.  I am the liaison with his Boards and the administrative support person for his personal financial investments.  Working part-time is a happy medium for me as my time is flexible and Larry and I can still travel.  We just returned from a trip to Alaska and will spend our Thanksgiving Holidays in Aspen.   

My husband, Larry, and I have two sons, Larry and Terry.  We lost Terry in 1994.  Larry and his wife, Sheila, live in Kaufman.  We have two wonderful granddaughters, Lacy and ChiAnn.  Lacy, 20, is in college, and ChiAnn, 13, is very active in sports.  Fortunately, they both enjoy school and maintain an excellent grade point average.

Since our last reunion, I lost my father and a brother, Malcolm.  My sister, Wanda, and brother, Forrest, live in Cooper; Gerald is in Jasper; Jerry is in Commerce; and Roxie lives in Crandall.

JUANEILLE PAGAN GOOLSBY

After high school I enrolled in Draughon's Business College.  In September of 1962, I married my high school sweetheart, Joe Ed Goolsby, at First United Methodist Church Chapel in Cooper.  Rev. Julian Thomas officiated the ceremony.   Joe Ed was the minister of three small churches near Paris and we lived in Cooper.  In 1974 he (actually our whole family) went into the ministry full time.  Going back to school with three small children was a challenge, but well worth it.  We have served United Methodist Churches in Sulphur Springs, Trenton, Whitesboro, Gainesville, Denton, Dallas, Irving and Terrell.  

We have three children:  Joe Michael (42yrs.), John Charles (38 yrs.), and Mary Elizabeth (37 yrs.).  Mike is married to Kelli and they have two wonderful little girls - Reagan Taylor (9 1/2 yrs.) and Lauren Nicole (8 yrs.).  They live in Sherman, Texas.  Mike is an Austin College graduate with a B.A. in Chemistry.  Mike and John have a successful business in Sherman.  John is single and lives in Sherman.  Both John and Mary are S.M.U. graduates with B.B.A. degrees.  John and Mary graduated together in 1991.  Mary is married to Russell Yeatts and they have two wonderful little girls - Morgan Emily (9 1/2 yrs.)  and Mason Aubrey (6 months).  They live in Flower Mound, Texas.  Russell teaches math at Flower Mound High School.  Mary is a Business Systems Project Leader for David Weekly Homes.  Of course, Morgan, Mason, Reagan and Lauren are the joy of our lives!  Being grandparents is wonderful!  So much fun!

I was fortunate enough to be a stay-at-home mom when my children were small.  However in the early 1980's, I discovered that they wanted me at home when they came home from school, but they didn't 'need' me.  So I went back to work teaching early childhood classes.  I have taught Pre-K in Sherman and in Dallas (Kessler Park); was both teacher and Director in Gainesville.  For four years I was the Assistant Director for Children's Courtyard in Dallas and Lewisville.  I taught Pre-K in Terrell for nine years.  I love being in a classroom with young children!  

Joe Ed and I have a home in South Fork, Colorado.  We enjoy skiing in the winter and relaxing, fishing, boating and just getting away in the summer.  Our home is on the Rio Grande River and has a wonderful view!  We try to spend as much time as possible there.

My sister, Sandra, married Ronnie Morgan (Michael's brother) and they live in Cooper.  They have two sons - Corey and Matthew.  Corey is married and lives in Houston.  Matthew is a pilot for Continental Express and will be married next spring.  Sandra and Ronnie have two grandsons, Will and Bradley.  
My Dad, Si Pagan, died in 1965 at the young age of 54 yrs.  My Mother, Ola, died seven years ago at the age of 90.  We feel fortunate to have had her for so long.  

This past June (2007) we retired and are having a wonderful time.  We bought a new home in Sherman, Texas and are enjoying not living in a church parsonage!  We plan to enjoy our children and grandchildren, travel some, and just be church members!  We have a lot of granddaughter soccer and baseball games to attend!  
At our last reunion Joe Ed and I just celebrated our 40th wedding anniversary in September with a trip to the Eastern Caribbean.  We recently celebrated our 45th anniversary at our home in South Fork, Colorado by spending the entire month of September watching the aspens turn beautiful colors.  We’ve never been able to be there in the fall since we were always busy with school, church finance campaigns and such.  
Highlights I've experienced or famous people I've met:  Well, I was only a few blocks away from where President John F. Kennedy was shot.  I was only about four feet from the President and Jackie as their motorcade passed by.  She was truly beautiful.  That really made an impression on me.  In April of 2002, I sat with former President George and Barbara Bush at a wedding in Houston.  (That's one of the benefits of being the minister's wife and best friends with the bride's parents).

DAVID POTEET

 After high school I moved to Dallas and worked in a manufacturing plant working swing shift and that was not my cup of tea. 

I then moved back to Cooper and attended Paris Junior College for two years while working part time. I then worked for the State Road Department in Paris, Texas for about two years and then secured a job in maintenance with Campbell Soup Co. I worked there until I was drafted into the Army in 1966. I spent two years at Fort Carson, Colorado. While there I fell in love with the Rocky Mountains.

I returned form the Army in 1968 and moved back to Paris, Texas and returned to worked at Campbell Soup while attending East Texas State. I earned BA degree in 1973. I then secured a job in Russellville, Arkansas at Morton Frozen Foods in the engineering department. During my three years there, I attended The University of Central Arkansas where I worked on my MBA. 

In 1977 I moved to Cleveland, Ohio employed by Nestle. While there I attended Kent State University and finished my MBA. In 1985 I was transferred by Nestle to Springville, Utah. 

My wife Judy and I have six children 3 boys and 3 girls, and 10 grandchildren, seven boys and three girls. Judy is a graduate of the University of Utah in social work and is presently getting her masters degree from Utah State in rehabilitation counseling. She is a rehabilitation counselor for the blind and is employed by the State of Utah. 

We have a beautiful home in the Wasatch Mountains just outside Spanish Fork, Utah. The wildlife is abundant and we enjoy all four seasons. The fall colors are beautiful and the winters bring a lot of snow. Four wheel drive vehicles are a necessity as well as a big snow blower.  Living in the mountains has it's challenges but the beauty and privacy make it worth it.

We are both very active with the NFB, "The National Federation of The Blind," which is based in Baltimore, Maryland. 

As far as famous people we have met. I met Jimmy Davis, once Governor of Louisiana.   Judy has met Bert Reynolds and Fernando Llamas. Both were on movie sets in Moab, Utah. 

Judy and I love to fish, 4 wheel, and spend time on Lake Powell on our boat. Our most rewarding time is spent with our grandchildren. 

 I still have family in Texas and visit when I can. Bill lives in Mesquite, Sandra in Quitman, Marzetta in Enloe and Mary in St Louis, Mo. 
BILLY JACK SILMAN

After I graduated from high school, I worked for Dr. Wintermute, helping build a nursing home and a hospital at the old West Delta School.  From there, I went to Barber School in Dallas.  I lived in Dallas from 1963 till 1964 and worked at a Barber Shop by Love Field.

 

I moved back to Cooper and worked for Robbie Plunkett’s Barber Shop in Commerce for 13 years.  In 1977 I started work for [then] East Texas University…{now} Texas A&M University.  I worked as a Maintenance Supervisor in Housing until I retired in 1999.  As of now, I am self-employed as a barber and I only barber one day a week, Mondays.  I also have a Lawn and Tree Service.

 

I met my wife, Linda {Conway...from Clarksville} in 1963.  She was visiting her cousin, Linda McCombs from Klondike.  We were married July 9th, 1966 at the First Baptist Church in Clarksville.  Linda has been employed by Mary Kay Cosmetics for the past 25 years as an Executive Senior Sales Director.  Oh yes, she does drive one of those “Pink Cadillacs.”

 

We have 3 children …#1 Daughter - Kristy...38 yrs...is married to Jeff Davidson.  They live in Commerce and have 3 girls---Laney-11 yrs.---Riley-9 yrs.---Landry-5 yrs.   Kristy is a second grade teacher in Commerce and Jeff is a teacher/coach at Commerce High School.  #2  Son – Bruce-37 yrs…married to Julie Rowe…they have 3 children-a daughter--Chandler--10 yrs. and 2 sons – Easton – 9 yrs. and Colt – 4 yrs.   Bruce is a teacher/coach at Sulphur Springs High School and Julie is an Elementary PE teacher at Sulphur Springs.     #3–Daughter – Sally-23 yrs….Sally is a Senior at Texas A&M University - Commerce, majoring in General Business.   Sally was a “special surprise” in our older years!!!  Ha Ha!!!

 

Hobbies…. Being outside is my favorite thing to do.  I enjoy deer and turkey hunting on our family deer lease in Clarksville.  I like to play golf and fish when I have time. We really enjoy spending time with our kids and grandkids. We recently built a swimming pool and cabana in our backyard and are really enjoying fun times with our family and friends!

 

We are members and attend the First Baptist Church in Cooper.

 

My younger brother, John Bartley and his wife Judy live in Cooper. They both teach school at Cooper Jr. and High School.  They have 3 children…oldest is Shawn and he is married to Susan and lives in Humble and she is the Girls Athletic Director at San Jacinto Jr. College in Houston and they have 3 children.   Daughter - Shanna is married to Jason Marshall and she is a teacher/coach at Pleasant Grove High School in Texarkana.  And their youngest, Jay, is married to Kelly and they have one little girl and Jay is a teacher/coach at Pittsburg High School. 

 

My parents, Jack and Joyce, retired and closed down Silman’s Grocery in 1983.  Mother passed away in February of 1986 and Daddy died in February of 1999.

 

My plans for the future are to stay around Cooper {why leave now} ha…and enjoy my kids and grandkids and still go to lots of ballgames…also, I am enjoying getting to buddy around with my old friend Eddie Preas,  since he has retired and moved back to Delta County.  We try to stay out of trouble in our older years…did enough of that when we were younger! 

JERRY SPARKS

Since our last reunion I am now retired.  I am working part time at the Lake of the Pines, learning campground operations.   Marilyn is going to retire from her nursing career in 14 months and our plans are to travel throughout the U.S. in our motor home as "workcampers".  
Our grandkids are still the best thing to happen to us and we wonder why we didn't have them first!!!!  
My extended family are all doing well - Joe and Phyllis are still in Arlington, my sister Karen and her husband now live on the golf course at the Sealy Country Club, and Steve and his family are now in Commerce.  My mother is doing well and still able to live on her own.
 SUSIE STOCKTON MONTGOMERY
1.  I am now in my 6th year as a breast cancer survivor.  I will be walking in the annual Susan Komen cancer walk in Little Rock this month.  It will be my 5th time.
 

2.  November of 2004 we had our 3rd grand child born her name is Tinley Sue, who joins her older brother Trevor age 15, and sister Tyra age 8.  They all live at Harrison, Arkansas which is 35 miles from Branson, Mo. which is where we hope to retire to and watch all of our grand children grow up.  We spend quite a bit of time at our condo and of course have the grands with us most of the time.

 

3.  We will be on our 4th cruise during this class reunion (never thought I would like cruising so much but am hooked).  Our son has us booked out of New Orleans for a 5 day cruise, so we are going with him to celebrate his 41st birthday.  We had it booked several months ago or we would be there to celebrate with you all.

 

4. My mother had a major stroke on March 13 2006 leaving her blind and paralyzed on her left side and has been in a nursing home for the past 18 months. I go twice a day to feed her and when I am gone my sister or brothers come and stay with her, so it does keep me quite busy taking care of her.

 

5.  Jerry and I both retired January 1 of this year.  I had a total of 36+ years in the banking industry. I am now spending most of my time caring for my mother and playing with our grandchildren when possible, also working part time as needed at the bank.

 
BETTY TEMPLETON COLLEY

I retired from the Texas public school system three years ago in 2004, after 30 years of teaching.  However, I am still teaching private and group piano lessons in my apartment home which I truly enjoy.  I still also do some composing of piano literature for my students.  

For leisure and other activities I still enjoy listening to music and attending music actities, including Richardson Music Teachers events.  I also still enjoy plaing the piano and singing.  And, of course, I also still enjoy sports events.  The Longhorn football games and “The Cowboys” are a “must” for viewing during their season.  I also enjoy other football games and athletic events.

My two children, Chris and Elise, and their spouses live very close with their children.  Each child and spouse has two children.  They are 7, 6, 5, and 2 years old and are just wonderful!  It is so great to be able to spend all the time I do with all of them.  I am a lucky mom, grandmom, and lady.

I have two siblings who are still living.  Robert, my older brother, lives in Cooper.  Laura Kathryn, my younger sister, lives in Houston.  My older sister, Litrelle, who lived in Houston, died several years ago.  Laura Kathryn is a regional manager for the National School Board Association.  She spend considerable time in Washington D. C. and elsewhere because of her work.  However, she also comes to the Dallas and Cooper areas for holidays, birthdays, and etc.  And, of course, I still drive to Cooper to visit my brother.  He stays involved working with his land, cattle, and etc.

Both of my parents are deceased but lived to be 80+ years.  I, like so many, miss them but have so many wonderful memories.  We are so fortunate for having these family memories and so many other wonderful memories of our childhood and upbringing.  I also feel very thankful and fortunate to have had so many people in our community and etc. who cared for us, watched out for us, and directed and encouraged us.  We were fortunate.  

As you may or may not be able to tell, I stay busy and am bored very seldom.  Semi-retirement is not bad at all even thought it has been a real adjustment to slow down from my previous pace.  
KAY TONEY JOHNSTONE
Bob and I are still enjoying retirement-- dividing our time between Pagosa Springs, Colorado, and Sherman, Texas.  During the summer months in Colorado we enjoy playing golf, hiking, and exploring all the jeep trails over the passes.  We ski almost every day during the winter.  When the snow melts in March, we are ready to head back to Sherman so we can see our “kids” who live in Dallas.  Jennifer teaches at Williams High School in Plano; her husband Brandon Shelby is an attorney.  Our son, Trent, is a consultant with IBM.  I send my best wishes to all my former classmates. 

RICHARD WHITLOCK

Updates since 2002.  --  Our two boys, David and Alex, now ages 33 and 29, respectively, are both married, but no children yet.   David and his wife live near us in the Clear Lake area.  He is an engineer working for a contractor at NASA-JSC assessing space debris risks to the Shuttle and the Space Station.  His wife is a pharmacist.  Alex and his wife live in Austin.  He is an IT specialist and works for a photographic equipment company in San Marcos.  His wife is a physician who is getting ready to set up practice, so they may be moving soon.

My sister, Marilyn, is a retired teacher of hearing-impaired children.  She lives in Fort Worth with her husband..  My sister, Martha, lives in Newberry Park, CA with her husband, and is in the process of retiring.  My brother, Edwin is a real estate appraiser in Yakima WA and married for the first time about 7 years ago.  

Mother died in December of 2002.  She had been in an Alzheimer’s facility in Fort Worth for several years prior to her death.  My dad died in 1983 only four years after they had moved to Fort Worth from Cooper.
I retired from NASA in December 2004.  I went back to work temporarily at NASA in April 2006.  Due to an office (and Center) reorganization, my successor had moved to another job, so I was asked to come back and run the office until I could find another replacement.  It took a while (long story, and not very interesting), but I finally got that accomplished and I retired again in October 2006.  
We are comfortable here in the Clear Lake area (near Houston), so we have decided to stick around here, at least until a hurricane chases us out permanently. (Yes, we evacuated during Rita, taking 26 hours to drive the 300 miles from Clear Lake to Fort Worth).  We have always loved to travel, particularly on cruises, and now we have the time to travel even more.  Our most recent big trip was a trans-Atlantic cruise from Houston to England last summer.  We will be flying to Barcelona in early December to take the reverse trans-Atlantic trip, arriving in Galveston just before Christmas.  Retirement has also allowed me to start some do-it-yourself projects around the house, and I actually have been able to finish a couple of them with a moderate degree of success (which is another way of saying that I haven’t electrocuted myself yet or set the house on fire).  I am also trying to get more proficient with computers and the internet, but I have a long way to go.  Fortunately, both my sons are very computer-savvy, so I am able to get a lot of help and advice from them.

WAYNE WRIGHT JACKMAN 
I left school early to work.  I moved to Dallas when I was 19 and worked in shipping and receiving for several companies.

I married Linda Kay Gillian of Mount Joy on November 10, 1962, and we set up home in Dallas.  Later, after I switched jobs, we moved from Dallas to Garland, and I went to work for Oil Well Supply, a Division of US Steel.  I worked there for 27 years until the company moved.  

In late 1960 we moved to Wylie, where I worked for Holland Hitch for 11 years.  Linda and I eventually moved to Lavon, where I now reside. Linda passed away suddenly in January, 2002.  

Linda and I had two daughters, Rachel Leann and Jenny Rae.  The girls both graduated from the Wylie High School, where they were both very active in sports.  Leann and Rae are married and each has two children.  My daughters and grandchildren are a wonderful blessing to me. 

After five years of widowhood I am now engaged to Luvia Treftlin, who I met in Frisco. Luvia has four children and 12 grandchildren, so we now have 16 grandchildren together.  

I am now retired and travel with Luvia on a regular basis.  We enjoy traveling through many different states when we go to Canada to see some of her children. I love working outdoors, playing with my grandchildren, playing tennis, and spending time with family.
MICHAEL MORGAN

1. What did you do right after high school (college, armed services, job, etc.).

I attended East Texas State.

2. What jobs you have had and different places you have lived since graduation.

I have lived in the Dallas area since graduating from ET and taking a teaching job in the Dallas ISD.  I was a teacher/coach for four years and spent another eleven years as an assistant principal.

I left DISD in 1981 to work for a small information services company specializing in oil and gas data. I remained with this company through several mergers until 2000.  In 2000, a decision was made to move the company headquarters to Denver, Colorado.  I decided not to make the move.

I subsequently found a position with the Carrollton-Farmers Branch ISD and am in my eighth year of employment with this school district.

3. How you met your spouse, when and where did you get married, etc.

I married a fellow teacher, Carolen Draper, in 1969.  Carolen died in 1980 from complications of cystic fibrosis.  We had no children.

In 1982, I married Jackie Berrett and her son John who was six years old.  We will celebrate twenty five years of marriage in December.

4. Tell us about your kids, grandkids, step-kids, etc.  (bragging is permitted)

John has been a delight for Jackie and me.  He was the salutatorian of his high school class in 1994.  He graduated from Duke University in 1998 with highest honors.  He has lived in Washington, DC and Paris, France while working for a large consulting company.  He did a one-year stint in Washington as a legislative assistant for a Texas congressman, Ruben Hinojosa.  He took a law degree from the University of Virginia and is employed in Washington, DC by Cooley Godward Kronish, a large San Francisco based law firm.

John married a Duke classmate, Beth Moorman.  They are expecting their first child, a boy, we are told, in just a few weeks.  It looks like the East Coast will play a big part in our future.

5. What you like to do outside work (leisure activities, volunteer, community involvement)

I’m pretty passionate about golf.  I manage to keep my handicap in the low single digits and play several times a week.  I was lucky enough to win my third straight Senior Club Championship title, and fourth overall, at Brookhaven Country Club here in Farmers Branch.

I served two terms on the Carrollton-Farmers Branch ISD School Board from 1993-1999 and have served on several boards for the City of Farmers Branch.   

Jackie and I are members of Prestonwood Baptist Church in Plano.

6. Since most of us knew each other’s brothers and sisters, tell us about where they’re living, what they’re doing, etc.

My brother Ronnie and his wife Sandra have moved back to Cooper.

My youngest brother Gary and his wife Mary live in Richmond, Virginia.
7. Same thing about our parents.  I know many of them are no longer with us, but feel free to tell us anything about them you’d like to share, living or not.

My folks are still living in Cooper and doing very well considering their ages.  Clara Nell is 85 and Verlee will be 87 on November 24.

8. Future plans (retirement, travel, etc.) 

I will probably check it in for retirement at the end of this school year and get ready to spend a lot of time in Washington, DC where the grandchild will be living.
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